











were certainly moments of doubt. | had a young family,
financial responsibilities and plenty of people questioning
whether styling could become a real career. But there was
something inside me that knew | had to try. I've always
believed that if you're willing to work hard enough and
keep showing up, opportunities will eventually come. The
key is staying committed long enough to give yourself a
chance to succeed.

Throughout your career you've worked with high-
profile clients, built a personal brand, and launched
a successful business. What has been your biggest
professional challenge, and what did it teach you?

Without question, transitioning from being a stylist to
running a business has been one of the biggest challenges.
As a stylist, | was responsible for my own work. Building

a brand meant learning an entirely new skill set—cash
flow management, hiring people, leadership, operations,
inventory planning and scaling a business. One of the
most important lessons I've learned is that you can’t do
everything yourself. As entrepreneurs, we often think we
need to have all the answers, but growth comes when
you're willing to trust others and build a team around you.
Learning to delegate and focus on my strengths has been
critical to both the success of the business and my own
wellbeing.

Confidence is something many young women
grapple with. What advice would you give current St
Columba’s students about backing themselves and
pursuing ambitious goals?

Firstly, understand that confidence isn't something you're
born with—it's something you build. Even now, after many
years in business, | still experience moments of self-doubt.
The difference is that I've learned not to let those doubts

stop me. My advice would be to stop waiting until you feel
ready. Most opportunities come before you feel fully prepared
for them. Back yourself, be willing to learn, and don't be afraid
to fail. Every successful person has experienced setbacks. The
people who ultimately succeed are usually the ones who keep
going when things become uncomfortable.

If you could go back and give your Year 12 self one
piece of advice, what would it be?

| would tell myself not to be so focused on having everything
figured out. At that age, it can feel like you need to know
exactly what your future looks like, but some of the most
important opportunities in my life came from paths | never
expected to take. I'd also remind myself that success rarely
happens overnight. It's built through consistency, hard work
and resilience over many years. Trust the process, stay curious
and be open to where opportunities might lead.

St Columba'’s has a long tradition of empowering young
women. What does it mean to you to be part of that
alumnae community, and what message would you like
to leave for the next generation of Columba girls?

I'm incredibly proud to be part of the St Columba’s alumnae
community. There’s something very special about being
surrounded by women who support one another and celebrate
each other’s successes. My message to current students is
simple: don't underestimate what you're capable of achieving.
You don't need to have all the answers today. Focus on
building strong relationships, work hard, stay kind and be
willing to take risks. Some of the most rewarding opportunities
in life sit just outside your comfort zone. Back yourself, because
nobody else can do that for you, and remember that success
looks different for everyone. Define it on your own terms and
don't be afraid to dream big.
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The St Columba's College community was deeply
saddened by the recent passing of distinguished alumna,
former Board Director, educator, advocate and Senator,
Trish Crossin AM (nee Borlase, Class of 1973).

Trish lived a life of extraordinary service, dedicating
herself to education, equity and the pursuit of
opportunity for others. Whether as a classroom
teacher, union leader, community advocate, member
of the College Board or Senator representing the
Northern Territory, she remained steadfast in her belief
that education has the power to transform lives and
strengthen communities.

Following her graduation from St Columba's College

in 1973, Trish began her teaching career in remote
Aboriginal communities in Arnhem Land. It was here
that she developed a profound respect for First Nations
peoples, their culture, language and deep connection to
Country. The experience shaped a lifelong commitment
to reconciliation, educational access and social justice
that would define her personal and professional life.

In 1998, Trish became the first woman to represent

the Northern Territory in the Australian Parliament,
serving as a Senator for fifteen years. Throughout her
parliamentary career, she championed fairness, equality
and educational opportunity. Her commitment to First
Nations peoples was especially significant. Trish was
the first person to speak an Indigenous Australian
language in Federal Parliament and, in her inaugural
speech to the Senate, offered an apology to members
of the Stolen Generation a decade before the Australian
Government's formal national apology.

HONOURING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF

Toish Coosgin @O0

Her contribution extended well beyond Parliament.
Trish served as a Director of the St Columba's College
Board for nine years, generously sharing her wisdom,
experience and unwavering commitment to Catholic
education. She approached every decision with integrity,
compassion and a deep love for the College community,
always seeking the best outcomes for future generations
of students.

In recognition of her outstanding service to education,
the Parliament and the wider Australian community, Trish
was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia.

Earlier this year, during our St Columba's Day Mass,
Principal Rita Grima announced the establishment of the
Trish Crossin Memorial Scholarship, created in honour

of Trish's remarkable legacy. The scholarship supports
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students in achieving
their academic and personal goals within the nurturing
and inclusive environment of St Columba's College.

The scholarship reflects the values Trish championed
throughout her life: opportunity, compassion, justice and
the unwavering belief that every young person deserves
the chance to flourish. It stands as a lasting tribute to a
woman whose legacy will continue to inspire generations
of St Columba's students.

As we remember Trish, we give thanks for her
extraordinary life of service and for the lasting impact
she has had on our College, our nation and countless
individuals whose lives were enriched through her
leadership, advocacy and generosity of spirit. Eternal
rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon her. May she rest in peace.



PARENT ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The year kicked off with wonderful momentum for our Parent Engagement
Committee (PEC). The Parent Engagement Committee plays a vital role in
strengthening the bridge between families and the College through open
communication, collaboration and shared purpose. We're pleased to introduce
this year's Executive team:

President — Giovanna Parisi
Treasurer — Anna Ciavarella
Secretary — Diane Tabbagh

All parents/guardians are welcome to attend the Parent Engagement Committee
meetings, which are normally held each month. Meetings can be accessed online
or face to face at the College. Parents/guardians are also welcome to volunteer
to assist with special events held throughout the year. If you're interested in
joining or partnering with the PEC, we'd love to hear from you.

Simply reach out to us at parents@columba.vic.edu.au for more information.

ALUMNAE EVENTS

We're delighted to welcome our graduates

of years ending in ‘6 back to the College this
October for our annual general reunion. It's a
chance to reconnect, reminisce, and celebrate
the lifelong connections formed during your time
at St Columba’s. Graduates from ‘6 years are
warmly invited to join us on Sunday 11 October
for an afternoon of drinks, light refreshments,
and shared memories on campus.

e n ur reunion,
To learn more and RSVP to your reunion
please visit columba.vic.edu.au/alumnae

ENROLMENTS

Are you a former student of St
Columba’s College? As a past
student, you are automatically
part of our Alumnae community,
however, we'd love to stay in
touch with you and keep you
informed about upcoming events,
opportunities, and College news.

To help us do that, please ensure
your contact details are up to date
by scanning the QR code.

As a founding institution of girls’ secondary education in Melbourne’s north-west, St Columba’s College has spent almost 130
years empowering young women to grow with confidence, compassion and purpose.

We warmly invite families of current Grade 4 students considering St Columba’s College for their secondary education to
request a College prospectus and visit the College for a tour. Experience our vibrant Essendon campus; thoughtfully designed
to connect students, inspire creativity and foster a genuine sense of belonging.

® Purpose-built STEM laboratories

e Dedicated music and performing arts spaces

® Commercial kitchens and contemporary learning resource centres

e Strong wellbeing and pastoral care programs

Families are encouraged to register their interest with our Head of Admissions at registrar@columba.vic.edu.au
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MEET OUR

Our Alumnae Committee brings together past students from across generations, united by a shared connection to
St Columba’s College and a desire to remain part of the community that helped shape them. From giving back and
supporting current students to reconnecting with old friends and creating new memories, each member brings her own
experiences, skills and perspective to the Committee. We asked our Committee members to reflect on their connection

to St Columba’s and what inspired them to become involved.

Siobhan Browne née Dowling (Class of 1987)

After 30 years in event management and marketing,

| moved careers to Education Support in a primary
school. This created a great work-life balance and the
opportunity to do things | want to do.

| joined the Alumnae Committee around four years

ago because | wanted to be part of the St Columba’s
community again. As a very sentimental person, | was
very thankful for the opportunity to attend St Columba'’s,
as my mum, sisters, aunties, cousins and nieces had
attended, and | believe it helped me become the person
| am today.

With my event management experience, | felt | might
have something to give back, help grow and encourage
others to reconnect with a time in their life that helped
shape the person they are today.

Gabrielle Mahon née Solomon (Class of 1982)

| joined the Alumnae Committee because my time at
school was incredibly meaningful, shaped by sport,
leadership and a strong sense of community.

It was a safe and familiar place where | formed lasting
connections, and | believe it continues to be a safe space
for past students to return, reconnect and feel that sense
of belonging again.

| value the strength of education and connection, and

| wanted to contribute to maintaining that for others.
Alumnae bring a wealth of experience, and | feel the

St Columba’s community can grow and be enriched
through these shared connections.

Julia Mendola (Class of 1991)

| was inspired to join the Alumnae Committee as |
wanted to retain a connection to the College after my
daughter finished her education there in 2022. | also
saw it as an opportunity to encourage people to come
together to share their talents and life experience with
the place they went to secondary school, for the benefit
of assisting current students.

Ellen Kennedy née Watson (Class of 1997)

| wanted to give back and look after students as | was
looked after. | loved school, but | wasn't academic and
found learning a chore. It's been a joy to watch students
flourish and gain confidence.

| was definitely inspired by the commitment | saw from
the teachers who took the time and effort with me.

Bronte Dowling (Class of 2019)

My time at St Columba’s College shaped who | am
today by giving me lifelong friendships, a strong sense
of connection and the confidence to become more
independent.

The community helped me grow personally and taught
me skills and values | still carry with me today.

Chloe Tyrrell (Class of 2019)
St Columba'’s helped me foster my leadership skills, self-
belief and lifelong friendships.

Victoria Rizzardo (Class of 2019)

To this day, my friends and | reflect on our time at St
Columba’s College with great fondness.

| was eager to both create new memories and give back
to a school that played a significant role in shaping

who | am. | was also inspired by the opportunity to
connect with accomplished women and contribute to a
passionate, like-minded community.

Helen Kavanagh

I am a proud alumna, being a former student, mother of
a former student and niece of a former student.

When my daughter commenced at the College in 2016,
| joined the Parents and Friends Association (P&F), which
is now known as the Parent Engagement Committee.
During my six years on that Committee, | also served as
Treasurer. The P&F hosted the 120-year celebration of
the College’s opening in 2017. Next year will mark the
130th anniversary. Being part of the Alumnae Committee
has allowed me to volunteer for special events and
retain a connection with the College community, which
continues to develop and thrive, offering all students an
exceptional education.

Rosemary Caruso (Class of 2008)

Attending St Columba’s had a positive impact on my
life, helping shape my values, build my confidence and
teaching me the importance of respect, resilience and
community.

The support of my teachers encouraged me to strive for
success while forming lifelong friendships and strong
connections. The experiences and lessons | gained
throughout my schooling have played a significant role
in setting me up for both personal and professional
success.

I also learnt important life skills — like how to survive

on minimal sleep, perfect the art of multitasking and
somehow know all the latest news and hallway gossip
before lunchtime!

I am proud to still be connected to the College after so
many years.

Anne Marie O’Connell née Fitzpatrick

(Class of 1987)

St Columba'’s promoted confidence and provided me
with the skills and self-belief to continue my educational
journey.

| am proud to have a Master's degree in Education
specialising in the education of Deaf and Hard of
Hearing students. I'm a trainer and assessor and have
over 25 years' experience in my field.
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