
Welcome to Year 7 English

A guide to supporting your daughter’s English learning in Year 7 at St Columba’s College.
Here is an outline of intentional approaches that have recently been proven to improve student 
English confidence, competence and address individual learning needs:

There is no doubt that students who read have a better command of language, a more developed 
understanding of the world and an extensive vocabulary. It is always ideal that students read the 
prescribed set texts before they begin classes for the year. This means they are coming from an 
empowered position of informed understanding and knowledge rather than deficit. 
All students are involved with the Wider Reading program run in the Library once a cycle. For 
the first 10 minutes of every English class, students engage in personal reading. This practice has 
already seen a shift in reading culture. For some, it has been a struggle but it is certainly paying off 
in the way they are able to express ideas and certainly improves literacy and grammatical accuracy. 
We are expecting that your daughter have a novel or non fiction book (not one they are studying in 
class) with them in every English lesson. In each classroom, we also have a ‘Neighborhood Library 
Tub’ curated by Library staff to support this venture and promote reading culture.
I encourage you to keep having conversations about what your daughter is reading.

After a very successful 2021 trial, this year we have implemented the UK-based Bedrock literacy /
vocabulary building and grammar skills program. All Bedrock lessons are customised suit to the 
individual student’s level.
Here is a link to explain how the program works.  We will aim to do one Bedrock lesson in class and 
one for homework each week. Lessons take about 15 minutes and we will be mapping how well 
your daughter’s vocabulary use and command of English skills improve over the year.

Improving Reading Culture

Vocabulary Extension and Literacy Skills - Bedrock 

https://bedrocklearning.org/


Over the last 2 years, we have had access to government funding to enhance the literacy of 
students in junior year levels. We will continue to employ tutors who will work with teachers and 
LSOs to assist in addressing specific student learning needs in specified classes.

Your daughter will complete a series of formative learning tasks that will lead to a summative 
Scored Assessment Task. There are 3 major summative Scored Assessment Tasks in each Semester. 
Your daughter will map her progress on a Rubric as she moves through the phases of her learning in 
a unit of study. 
All of this will be available to parents via ‘SEQTA Engage’ soon. We are currently working to 
transition our staff to this new platform

Life happens. We know this and have all experienced this first hand.
Your teacher will ensure that work is always posted online. Buddy systems are a great way to 
support those who might have to miss classes.
It is vital that your daughter establish some manageable yet flexible times for rest, work and 
socialising to be her best and manage her new workload and levels of fatigue. It is important that 
you support her learning by helping to manage time and prioritise homework by due dates and 
planning ahead to become a more independent, self motivated learner, reducing any worry around 
submission dates and deadlines.

The Year 7 English team have noticed a general decline in handwriting skills and legibility. We have 
decided that students should access most resources online (via Google Classroom, until we move 
to SEQTA) in the interests of sustainability. Unless specified, most student work will be completed in 
handwriting in their exercise books. Submissions of formative and summative assessment are mostly 
to be submitted on looseleaf.

Handwriting and Laptops

Classroom Support and Intervention

Assessment and Reporting

Missing School/Classes



It is always very exciting to watch your daughter’s English progress and confidence flourish.
Please don’t hesitate to contact us to share your observations, joys, questions, or concerns with 
your daughter’s English teacher via email, and eventually, SEQTA Engage.

With kind regards,

7.1 Darren Harrison - harrisond@columba.vic.edu.au

7.2 Fiona Hili - hilif@columba.vic.edu.au

7.3 Marisa Di Milta - dimiltam@columba.vic.edu.au

7.4 Mariesa O’Donnell - odonnellm@columba.vic.edu.au 

7.5 Mariesa O’Donnell - odonnellm@columba.vic.edu.au 

7.6 Molly McGuire - mcguirem@columba.vic.edu.au

Term 1 
• ‘Our Evolving Human Stories’ - reading 

and writing workshops
• Analysing Advertising and Persuasive 

Language
• ‘Bedrock’ Vocab building program
• Reading and Literacy

Term 2 
• ‘The Boy with 2 Lives’ - novel study 
• Text Response essay
• ‘Bedrock’ Vocab building program
• Reading and Literacy

Term 3
• Film Analysis (Film - TBA)
• ‘Bedrock’ Vocab building program
• Reading and Literacy

Term 4
• ‘Skellig’ - Creative Writing
• ‘Bedrock’ Vocab building program
• Reading and Literacy

The Year Ahead

Communication is Key

Year 7 English Team

The Year 7 English Team
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